All the Light We Cannot See — Discussion Questions

by Anthony Doerr

1. The book opens with two epigraphs. How do these quotes set the scene for
the rest of the book? Discuss how the radio plays a major part in the story and
the time period. How do you think the impact of the radio compares with the
Internet today?

2. The narration moves back and forth between time and characters. How did
this affect your reading experience? Would the story feel different told
chronologically?

3. Whose story did you enjoy most? Was there a character you wanted more
insight into?

4. When Werner and Jutta first hear the Frenchman on the radio, he says,
“Open your eyes and see what you can with them before they close forever.”
How does this phrase tie to the book’s central message?

5. Marie-Laure realizes, “This is the basis of his fear, all fear — that a light
you are powerless to stop will turn on you.” How does this connect to the
theme of courage?

6. Reread Madame Manec’s boiling-frog analogy. Who is the frog — and what
does it symbolize about complacency and resistance?

7. Werner observes that everyone in his unit “moves about with only
themselves in mind.” Yet many characters show courage. Who do you admire
most, and why?



8. “To shut your eyes is to guess nothing of blindness.” What did you learn
about blindness through Marie-Laure’s perspective?

9. Werner’s confrontation with von Rumpel represents a defining moment.
Have you ever faced a similar test of courage?

10. Why do you think Marie-Laure gave Werner the little iron key? What
does it represent?

11. Was the Sea of Flames truly supernatural or merely symbolic? What role
does belief play?

12. Discuss the open-endedness at the novel’s close. Are we meant to wonder
about certain fates?

13. Why does Jutta feel such guilt for Germany’s past? Is her guilt justified?

14. How did you feel about the author’s flash-forward ending? Did it provide
closure or deepen the story?

15. Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn wrote that “the line dividing good and evil cuts
through every human heart.” How does this idea resonate throughout the
novel?
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