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1. Before reading Counterfeit, how much knowledge did you have about how the
handbag manufacturing
business operated? Has this book illuminated the specifics of the industry in any
surprising ways?

2. Although we never see or hear from the detective Ava is confessing to directly, were
you able to grasp
any character attributes about this person? Did you feel, as the reader, that you were
being invited to be the arbiter of legitimacy in Ava’s story?

3. Consider the emphasis on branding in fashion. Do you find that luxury brands are
always synonymous with quality? Are you loyal to any brands, and if so, why?

4. What do you think a strong friendship requires? Are Winnie and Ava good friends for
each other?
How did you initially interpret their relationship, and how did your impression change as
the novel progressed?

5. Winnie and Ava discuss the labor conditions in brand name factories. Do consumers
have a
responsibility to ensure the ethical production of products they purchase? Do you think
most
consumers care?

6. How do Winnie and Ava contend with the model minority stereotype that exists for
the AAPI
community in the United States? How do they take advantage of it?

7. How did your impression of Boss Mak shift over the course of the novel? How do
you perceive his relationship with Winnie? Did you feel any sympathy for him at any
point?

8. Did you see the main twist in the novel coming? How did your understanding of the
story change after the reveal?

9. After the events of the novel, how do you see Ava’s and Winnie’s lives progressing?
Have they been irrevocably changed by their experiences within these pages?

10. Does the title of the novel, Counterfeit, refer to more than just knockoff handbags?
What else could the title pertain to?
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