
              
Book Club Questions

The Correspondent by Virginia Evans



1. Sybil describes a recurring dream in which she cannot pick up her letter-writing tools 
as she begins
to lose her sight. What does this reveal about her identity and fears early in the novel?

2. Sybil values traditional forms of communication like handwritten letters and print 
newspapers. What
do these older methods offer that modern technology often does not?

3. Sybil prefers writing letters over phone calls so she can carefully compose her 
thoughts. How does
this practice help her manage difficult relationships?

4. Sybil writes to people of different generations. How does her tone change depending 
on the
recipient, and which version of her feels most authentic?

5. Sybil writes to authors such as Joan Didion and Ann Patchett. Which authors would 
you want to write
to, and why?

6. Sybil summarizes decades of professional life in just a few sentences. What does this 
suggest about
how we remember our own lives?

7. Did you have theories about who the unsent letters were meant for as you read?
8. Sybil finds herself in a love triangle. Between Theodore and Mick, who did you hope 
she would
choose?

9. Were you surprised by Rosalie’s relationship with Sybil’s daughter? Did you see it as 
a betrayal?

10. How did learning the truth about Gilbert’s death change your understanding of 
Sybil?
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